Indian Ocean in World History Treasure Hunt

by Chad Hope

Length of Activity
30 minutes.

Objective
Introduce students to the website, generate interest in learning more about the Indian Ocean region, and have an entertaining session in the computer lab.
Target Skills
Peer teaching, skimming for general information, scanning for specific information, and teamwork.
Preparation 
Cut question sheet into strips and arrange in piles.  Questions should be face down with #1 on top.  Make one pile of questions for each team of two to three students and place on a table.  It is important that the questions are in a place that does not favor any teams.  This is quite a challenge in a computer lab but can be done by using central areas of lab or having a student volunteer to be an additional moderator thereby creating two hubs for students.  Make sure that you have the answer key handy if you don’t know the correct answers because this game is frenetic and it works best if students don’t have to wait.
Make sure there is a working computer for each team.

Activity
Split teams up randomly. One suggestion is to have them form a single line according to their birthday and then pair them off.  
Explain the rules of the game.  

1. Teams have to use the website to find the answer to each question.

2. Write the answers on the back of the sheet.  
3. Student with control of the mouse has to return to moderator with correct answer (this requires students to alternate using the computer and helps to get everyone equally involved).  If answer is correct, student returns with new question.  If incorrect, student returns until correct answer is provided.
Winning team is first to complete all answers correctly.  By stressing how important it is not to let the other teams overhear answers, you are halfway to making sure activity doesn’t get too loud.  

Although the answer key is provided, teachers are highly encouraged to test the activity and familiarize yourself with the website.  Of course, questions can be modified to suit different classes.    If you have ideas further activities or lesson plans, please send them to me at chope@sqcc.org and we can put them on the website for other teachers.
Treasure Hunt Questions Sheet – Cut into individual strips
1. Go to www.indianoceanhistory.org.  What is the title of the website? (pay attention to the video)

2. Write the destination of the boat in the introductory video?  Hint:  The answer is in the VIDEO STORY.
3. Go to LEARNING TOOLS>QUIZZES.  What’s the missing word in this quiz title?  “Straits, Gates, __________, and Canals”

4. Go to the MAPS section.  Write down three of the seven historical eras.

5. Go to the Prehistoric Era and locate the geography icon in the map key. How many Geography entries are in the Prehistoric Era?

6. Find a traveler on the Ancient Era map and write his name on the back.

7. Find a new technology on the Classical Era map and write it on the back.

8. Search for silver using the search box located on the map.  How many entries are there in the First Global Era?  How many in all the eras?

9. Click on the Belitung Shipwreck entry in your search results (Medieval Era).  What type of animal is the ceramic piece in the last image?

10. What was the title of the book written by Ahmad ibn Majid in 1490.  Be careful, spelling is essential. Hint:  Use the search box to find him, he’s in the First Global Era. 
11. What year does the Industrial and Imperial Era begin?

12. Look at the timeline at the bottom of the 20th Century and Modern Era.  What happened in 1989?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

cut here

Answers:

1. The Indian Ocean in World History

2. Canton or Guangzhou

3. Capes

4. Prehistoric, Ancient, Classical, Medieval, First Global, Industrial and Imperial, or 20th Century and Globalization

5. Eight

6. Sargon of Akkad, Assyrian Traders, or Austronesians

7. Phoenician Ships, Camel Saddles, Kamal, Navigation by Polaris, or Ancient Fishing Boats

8. 8;21

9. cat

10. The Book of Useful Information of the Principles and Rules of Navigation

11. 1770

12. The Berlin Wall came down
